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Editor’s note

Thanks again to all our members who have
submitted material for this issue of Skyward!
Our Honorary President David Levy wrote an
article about another famous Montreal Centre
member: Isabel K. Williamson. The RASC National
Office has launched the new Lunar Observing
Certificate and named it after her in her honour.
Her enthusiasm for amateur astronomy inspired
many Centre members, and continues to do so
even after her passing. To celebrate her
achievements, I'll be launching the Isabel K.

NcIWilliamson Lunar Observing Group in September.

More about this on the following page.

Enthusiasm for astronomy is the common thread
in this issue. Many Centre members participated
recently in bringing astronomy to the people,
during Astronomy Day and Space Day activities.
You'll find a review and photos of these events
in this issue, though nothing can really convey
the buzz of energy you get from being part of
such an event!

As always, if you have any questions or comments
about Skyward!, if you'd like to submit articles
or images, or if you’d like to be added to our e-
mail list to receive Skyward! electronically (in
Acrobat pdf format), please get in touch with me
at bettina.e.forget@bellnet.ca.

Have a great summer,
Bettina

Map to
Chris Novak’s Place

For a larger version of the map,
please visit the Members Only
section of our website
www.rascmontreal.org

username: montrealcentre
password: cygnus

The IKW Lunar
Observing
Group

Bettina Forget

Director of the
IKW Lunar Observing Group

As many of you know, the RASC Observing Committee introduced the Isabel Williamson
Lunar Observing Certificate last year. This certificate was named after one of the Montreal
Centre’s most outstanding observers (more about “Miss Williamson* on the following pages).
This observing challenge is a perfect choice for members of the Montreal Centre for two
reasons: first, if you're a city-dwelling astronomer, the Moon will outshine any light pollution,
so you’ll be able to complete this challenge from your urban back-yard. Second, Montreal
Centre members just owe it to themselves to earn a certificate that’s named after one of its
own members!

However, this certificate is no cake walk. The sixty-page booklet lists a wide variety of lunar
objects, such as carters, mountains, valleys, scarps, dorsa, and more. To make it a little
easier to earn this certificate, I'm setting up the IKW Lunar Observing Group. This group
is open to all Montreal Centre members. All you’ll need is a telescope (a minimum of 3.5”
is recommended) and a copy of the Lunar Program Booklet. You can download a pdf
version of the booklet from the www.rasc.ca website, or obtain one through the Montreal
Centre by getting in touch with me.

Members of the IKW Lunar Observing Group will observe on their own time, and get
together once a month to compare logbook notes and observe together. This means that
there’s always someone available to help you out if you become stuck, you can peek through
another member’s scope to compare observations, and members can encourage each other
to keep going. Never underestimate the power of group dynamics!

To sign up for this group, please get in touch with me via e-mail at bettina.e.forget@bellnet.ca
or call me at 514-878-3663. Deadline for sign-up is September 20, 2006. Our first meeting
will be held on September 27, 2006 (rain or shine).

Once the group gets started, there will be a section on our Montreal Centre website reserved
for the IKW Lunar Observing Group where we’ll publish our observing schedules and dates,
astrophotos and drawings, and keep everyone abreast of our progress.

If you’re a beginning observer, and you’re uneasy about embarking on such a challenging
observing programme, the Montreal Centre offers its own Mini Moon Certificate, which is
based on the RASC Explore the Universe Programme.

| invite all members to participate in this challenge - let’s go loony!
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Portrait of a Lady:
Isabel K. Willlamson

Miss Williamson had
founded the Messier
Club during the 1940s,
the first such observing
club in all of North
America.

By David H. Levy, Honorary President
Montreal Centre, RASC

With the establishment of the new RASC Lunar Observing Certificate named in honour of
Isabel K. Williamson, Bettina has asked me to write for Skyward about one of the most
important mentors in my astronomy life. | am happy to accept. | first met Miss Williamson,
as we called her, on October 8, 1960. On that evening my brother Richard and | climbed
the steps and entered the old observatory of the Montreal Center. (Actually then it was only
a few years old.) There | encountered a number of people dressed in blue blazers emblazoned
with RASC crests. One of them was Isabel Williamson, who greeted us at the door with a
big smile. Another was a young Constantine Papacosmas.

Expecting to leave with a sheaf of papers, | received only one - the Sky & Telescope Lunar
Map with its 325 lunar features. My assignment: to find on the Moon each of those features
and draw a map. That project would take the clear nights of the next two years. | finally
completed that map in 1964, and it has been published in my Cambridge book David
Levy's Guide to the Night Sky.

That year was also the first year | could actually join the Center. At the time, children under
16 could not join. As a new member, the next project | learned about was the Montreal
Centre's Messier Club. For me, it was an adventure that would last five years, from 1962
to 1967, and involved searching for, finding, and recording notes on all of the one-hundred
plus objects in the catalogue of Charles Messier. Miss Williamson had founded this club
during the 1940s, the first such observing club in all of North America. The Messier hunt
evolved, for me, into comet hunting.

During the Summer of 1965, | was a camper at the Adirondack Science Camp about

2 hours drive south of Montreal. While there | used the many projects that Miss Williamson
had encouraged me to participate in as my official camp science project. That camp
encouraged us to think originally, not just to follow, but to lead: to come up with bold ideas
and new projects that might actually fail, and that would last a long time. When | returned
to Montreal, | thought about the Comet and Nova Search project that Miss Williamson had
started with Jim Low (who is still an active RASC member.) In it, the sky was divided into
438 areas and each participant was assigned an area. | enjoyed this project, and still do
it with my photographic search. But | wanted something more, and especially something
to get into after | completed the Messier list. | thought how much fun it would be to combine
Miss Williamson’s and Jim Low’s project with something bolder. Comet hunting, | thought,
would combine the best of the original group program, plus be a major deep sky effort
since the conditions of a dark sky would be needed for both.So, in October 1965 | made
the decision to begin a personal telescopic search for comets. Miss Williamson helped
support that goal: In late 1965, she introduced me to new book she had just purchased
for the Centre's library.

“Miss Williamson
told us about the
"Order of the Hole of
the Doughnut,”
awarded to
observers who spot
every hundredth
meteor.”

Written by the comet hunter Leslie Peltier, it was called "Starlight Nights." | was captivated by that book,
and forever thank her for showing me its quiet wisdom and spirituality. In that time meteor observing was
a mainstay of the Centre's activities.

Our most memorable night during that time was August 12/13, 1966, the night of the maximum of the
Perseid meteors that summer. Miss Williamson's lively account of that night appeared in Skyward's
September 1966 issue: "There was the usual overcast sky when we left Montreal. (As one of the team
remarked, we wouldn’t feel comfortable if the sky were clear when we left on one of these jaunts.) We
drove through the usual rain shower. We arrived at our destination and determinedly went about setting
up the equipment, trying to ignore the heavy clouds. WWe went indoors for the usual briefing. [Miss
Williamson began each meteor shower night with a careful and extensive briefing of what each observer
was expected to do- and not do: 'No flash pictures or you'll be shot at dawn!* She also told us about
the "Order of the Hole of the Doughnut,”™ awarded to observers who spot every hundredth meteor.] At
9:45 p.m. E.D.T. one or two stars were visible and we decided to "go through the motions" for the benefit
of newer members of the team. Light rain was actually falling at 10 p.m. when we took up our observing
positions but a few stars were still visible. The first meteor was called within the first five minutes and two
more in the next five, which encouraged us to continue. Then the sky began to clear. By 11:30 p.m. there
wasn't a cloud in the sky and we enjoyed perfect observing conditions right through until dawn. In six
hours of observation we recorded 906 meteors, thus breaking our record for all showers except the
famous Giacobini-Zinner shower of 1946. It was a fantastic night."

The memories there, the fun observing sessions, and most of all the friendships, are a major part of my
life. Miss Williamson, as she was known, was a definite and valued mentor in my observing.
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This month we turn our attention to observing. First we look at what can be seen
through a hydrogen-alpha telescope, other than the sun. Then we look at the moon
and make it look like something other than green cheese.

The main purpose of this column is to answer questions often asked by newcomers
to astronomy and to our Society. If there is something about astronomy that puzzles
you, e-mail me with your questions at stenson@colba.net, and | will find an expert
to answer it. In the column, questioners will remain anonymous but answering
experts will be given full credit.

Clear skies!

Bruno Paul Stenson, M.A.

Can a hydrogen-alpha telescope such as the Coronado PST be used
to see anything other than the sun? Would | need to buy any other
equipment to make such a telescope see something other than the
sun?

RASC Montreal Centre member David Shuman replies:

The PST and any other solar filter CANNOT be used for any purpose other than
solar observing. The PST is a sealed system for the sole purpose of looking at the
sun exactly at the 656.28 nm wavelength. This narrow view is what allows us to
spy on the prominences, flares and other atmospheric phenomena of the sun.
These telescopes should never be disassembled or tampered with in any way as
permanent blindness can occur if misused.

For a "dual" purpose system, you can get the Coronado Solar Max filters and
matching diagonal which can be used on any regular refractor telescope with the
right adaptor plate. The only advantage to purchasing the larger Coronado scopes
& filters (together) is that the "golden™ scopes are optimised for hydrogen-alpha
filter use. They are “contrasty” and a pleasure to use. The CEMAX eyepieces are
also crisp, and multi-coated for this use. They can be used for regular night viewing
as well.

Always remember: NEVER look through a telescope at the sun at any time WITHOUT
proper solar filtering. If you are not sure, ASK an experienced member.

Eyes are for life! Scopes can be replaced.

| have been using a green filter to tone down the brightness of the
moon. This works, but it makes the moon look like green cheese. Is
there anything better | can use?

RASC Montreal Centre member Bruno Paul Stenson replies:

There are a few solutions to this problem. The first is the simplest and cheapest,
albeit potentially absurd-looking: wear your sunglasses while observing the moon.
This cuts down on the glare from the bright moon and, to witnesses, confirms that
you are very cool. (Note: depending on your prior reputation, it might, instead,
confirm that you are idiotic.)

A second solution is to purchase a lunar filter for your eyepiece. Most of the
consumer-telescope manufacturers offer such things under their brand names, as
does at least one of the Montreal-area astronomy stores. This filter is like a lens
from your sunglasses which screws onto the bottom of your eyepiece. Available
in a few different densities (i.e. “darknesses”), such a filter allows only 10% to
25% of the moon’s light to pass through, and costs about $15 for the 1.25-inch
size, and $25 for the 2-inch size. Of course, the fuller the moon, the brighter it
is and the higher the percentage of its light you might want to eliminate. This
implies that you should have more than one lunar filter, and that can become
expensive. This problem, too, has a solution.

The solution to the problem of having to buy several lunar filters is to buy a variable
polarising filter such as the one | use. Offered by Orion and available at the
Montreal-area astronomy stores, this filter consists of 2 polarised filters in one unit.
To adjust the density of the unit, you simply rotate the front filter until the unit lets
through the quantity of light you want, from 1% to 40%. With this filter, no matter
what phase the Moon is in, you can always have exactly the amount of glare
reduction you want. Cost: approximately $25 for the 1.25-inch model, and $40
for the 2-inch model.

0



Astronomy Day - A Big Success!

THE
MONTREAL

CENTRE

—

Royal Astronomical Society
of Canada

chapters

The Chapters
store manager
said that he was
very impressed
at how well
organized we
were and what
we were
offering.

by Andrew Fazekas

Well another Astronomy Day has come and gone.. and boy was this one a great
success. We had a very busy day at Chapters with literally hundreds of people
stopping by our displays and checking out our scopes and chatting with all our
volunteers. The day may have started out soaking wet but it really blew out by
the evening and left clear skies for our star party in the

parking lot.

We made a big impact on both kids and adults during the daytime because many
families came back for an encore in the evening and specifically to have a peek
through our scopes.

We seemed to have made a big impression with our hosts this year again too.
The Chapters store manager said that he was very impressed at how well organized
we were and what we were offering. He again mentioned that we are invited to
come back anytime we would like. | think Chapters also treated all of us very well
and it was very kind of them to offer us free, unlimited refreshments from their
Starbucks for all our volunteers throughout the day - | think this was welcomed by
all of us!

Our display area inside the store was well placed right in the centre making it
impossible for people not see us. And who could miss Bill’s giant 12 inch Newt
rising above everything in the store. It was a showstopper and got crowds to come
by and visit us. It is amazing to see the level of commitment that Bill always shows
to RASC events. He not only single handedly lugged out the 12- incher but also
brought the 4 inch refractor, and conducted 2 stellar public presentations on
telescopes - as only Bill can with his expertise - that drew big crowds each time.

Bettina had her ETX set up and had a great idea of setting up her own mini-Saturn
display on a far wall up on the second floor of the store. She pointed her scope
at it and invited folks to take a peek at Saturn - funny enough people always
looked at us funny... Even though it was raining outside, and it was daytime,
people got a kick out of seeing a real-life scope at work and she skillfully showed
everyone that astronomy can really be fun at different levels and all ages. Her
message was clear: astronomy is for everyone!

BTW: A big thanks to Bettina for all the hard work on putting together the last
minute a new RASC brochure, of which we handed out a couple of hundred at
least, and the super-duper advertising flyers for our events. They were being stuffed
into the customers, bags all week long, so we made a big impact thanks to her
special talents.

Bruno was in the thick of things throughout the day and showed boundless enthusiasm with
kids and adults alike. People could not miss this man’s true passion for the hobby. | am sure
we got some real converts, and the real chance of signing new members because of all
the hard work Bruno put in all day, both inside at the display area and with his 8” dob
outside in the parking lot.

Jumping from one scope to the next and giving people the low down on everything from
what RASC is all about and sharing her own passion for the night sky, Mina was integral
in making this event run smoothly. She got the crowd pumped, as well as the other volunteers
over the long hours!.

At times we had so many people stop by especially during the late afternoon and throughout
the evening, thankfully, we had the support of Daniel and Lloyd helping us tend to the
continual onslaught of the public. We could not have handled the amount of people that
came by without them being a part of this special day.

Lest we not forget Chris and Mark, who we can always count on to be their when it counts
and bring their big dob guns, and join the rest of the RASC gang to ensure the success of
our events. Of course | can’t forget David for his preparation of our professional Astro Day
Badges - we would never have been able to get our Starbuck freebies without them! Also
thanks to Brian, Paul and Carole for giving their support helping to ensure that we stay on
track with all the details for our biggest public event of the year.

Thank you, thank you to everyone. | had such a great time this year and | hope all of you
did too.

By all accounts it was an especially busy day for all of us, but it was such a great success
because of everyone’s hard work and love for the hobby. This passion clearly shined through
to the public and was definitely contagious. What | was most happy to see however is that
all our members pulled together and worked as a team and, most importantly, were enjoying
the day so much. | think we pulled off another stellar public event and showed off the best
of what our centre is all about.

| will keep on saying it: | am proud to be associated with the Montreal Centre of RASC!

Thanks to all.

We pulled off
another stellar
public event and
showed off the
best of what our
centre is all
about.



Space Day President’s Corner

Pictures from the Montreal Centre’s Space Day activities by Montreal Centre president David Shuman
by Bruno Paul Stenson

It is with great excitement that | announce the arrival of the Centre's NEW 14" Meade Instruments LX200R.
What does the "R" stand for, Ritchey-Chrétien! Thanks to David and Wendee Levy, the Meade Corporation
for this generous gift to the Montreal Centre. We are hard at work to find a permanent home for this scope
at the Morgan Arboretum.

In the meantime, on July 8th, Chris Novak is graciously inviting the Centre Members to the annual STAR-BQ.
If weather permits, we will have a First-Light dedication of the Centre's new telescope. ALL are encouraged
to show up, remember it is a "pot-luck™ BBQ, so please contact me at: 514.481-4580 or my eMail at:
david.shuman@colliers.com to find out what to bring to avoid duplication.

In the event of poor weather, we will make up the BBQ later in the summer/fall.

A super thanks to those who participated in the Montreal Centre's ""clubhouse" clean-up, on a most wet
Saturday June 10th,: Mark Bratton, Carole and Chuck Talbot, Bruno Stetson, Paul Simard, & Frank Tomaras.
| will be transferring all keys to McGill and submitting a letter of thanks for the use of the facility over the

The Space Day Gang Bruno Paul Stenson acts as a tripod decades. It served us well, and a chapter of our Centre's history is now closed. Time to make new memories!

Dave
(1)

Relax, recharge and soar

WITH WENDEE & DAVID LEVY

Remember why we became amateur astronomers in the first place.

Proceeds from the event to benefit the construction of an observatory at the Twin Valleys site.
Carole Talbot captivates her audience Chris Novak signs autographs (About 40 miles south of Plattsburgh in the Adirondack Mts.)
July 25 - 28, 2006, Twin Valleys Camp, Lewis NY Right Before Stellafane!

RECHARGING OUR ASTRONOMICAL BATTERIES!

Rates are as follows:

Adult (per night): $75 | Children under 12 (per night): $55
Adult (special 3 night rate): $195 | Children under 12 (special 3 night rate): $125

Note: All rates include food, lodging, and registration

Chris Novak demonstrates his reflector Mark Bratton at the Coronado

JULY 25 - 28







