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Directions to Cathy Palmer-Lister’s place

= Laurentian Autoroute North (15)
= Exit 35, Mirabel Airport (not the town)

= Highway 50 west, stay in the centre lane
as you go through the airport complex.

= Take exit 260 for Lachute (Centreville),

= About 5 km or so past Lost River, just
before a bridge, turn left on dirt road to
Cammac Music Camp.

= Stay on Cammac road all the way to
Cammac itself. (There is a fork in the road,
this will take you onto 148 west which the left one goes to Lac Macdonald Estates,

becomes Bethany Road, and it ends at a stay on the RIGHT) _
traffic light in Lachute where it intersects < Just before you enter the camp, you will

the main street, obviously called Principale. see a smaller dirt road called Bouleau
— Blancs. There is a sign post with a lot of
= Turn left on Principale

_ names on it, including ours, and private,
= Just as you come to the second light, turn cul-de-sac signs. Further on this road, you

right to Highway 327 North. (look for the will come to another fork in the road, take

sign to Brownsburg & St. Jovite.) the one to the left which is a sharp down
= Stay on Highway 327 North all the way turn. Our cottage is a Quebec style house

to Lake Macdonald. Be careful at on the right, number 45.

Brownsburg, there is an intersection where < | case you get lost, there is a phone at

the 327 turns right at a STOP sign. Cammac, and a pay phone in Lost River.

Keep watching for signs to St. Jovite, and Cell phones usually don’t work past Lost
the tourist signs for Cammac (Music Camp) River because of the hills.

and Lac Carling Golf. You will pass - . y
through Pine Hill and Lost River. (O TR 15 ({Bke)) GEner e

Editor’s note

As always, if you have any questions or comments about Skyward!, if you’d like to submit
articles or images, or if you'd like to be added to our e-mail list to receive Skyward!
electronically (in Acrobat pdf format), please get in touch with me at stardust@bettinaforget.com.

Clear skies,
Bettina Forget

Star Party Classic:

The annual Stellafane convention was held in Springfield Vermont on August 09, 10 and 11
2007. This year marked Stellafane's 72-nd convention, and for the first time the site was
opened from Thursday August 09. Most years Stellafane is open from Friday until Sunday but
the organizers decided to try opening on Thursday thus giving everyone one extra night of
observing.

Stellafane is indeed my favorite Convention/Star Party. Not only do you get to look at and
observe with some very large and exotic telescopes, but | also find the talks and presentations
at this convention priceless.

Prior to my departure | followed the weather forcast for Springfield Vermont and the skies looked
promising for the weekend. As luck would have it, we were indeed treated to two magnificently
clear and transparent nights, not to mention two full days of solar observing!!

Springfield is located just south of White River Junction Vermont and it is only about a 4 to 4.5
hour drive from Montreal. | left Montreal at 9:00 am Friday morning and after a quiet drive
through the Vermont countryside, | arrived at the Stellafane Convention Campsite around 1:00
pm. It was not long before | found Montreal Centre member Constantine Papacosmas and lan
Harris.

A little later we were joined by Bill Strople, Marc Ricard and Marc’s son Pierre. This was Pierre’s
first Stellafane convention and judging from his comments it will not be his last.

We decided to walk around the campsite, | was amazed on how many clubs and associations
from all over the USA were “visible”. Beside their campsites many had setup a banner or flag
indicating which club they were from, others had club "t-shirts" made out, still others were
identified by wearing their clubs "pins™.

Well | thought, how about a "RASC Montreal Center" VISIBLE representation for the Stellafane
2008 Convention !!!

“Stellafane
is indeed
my favorite
convention
and star

party.”



Star Party Classic: Stellafane (ont)

Under the newly constructed 6000 sq foot Flanders Pavillion, the Amateur Telescope making -
Mirror Grinding Demonstration and the ATM Short Talks were in full swing. The purpose of
these talks are to describe in detail the procedures that are demonstrated, and to introduce
beginner ATMs various introductory subjects. There was also a Double Star Imaging Workshop
[CCD Astronomy].

Here it is important to note that for anyone planning to grind their own mirror, modify or upgrade
their telescopes these demos are priceless. Here you can ask (and get) expert advice on all
aspects of telescope making. From grinding to polishing to figuring...these guys are the best
sources of information in this field, and its free for attending the Stellafane Convention.

In the Pink Clubhouse “Dobsonian” Inventor John Dobson was chatting with admirers and fellow
conventioneers. Many other scopes of various sizes and designs were also on display. In total
this year there were dozens of scopes officially entered in the competition. The categories for

the competition are "optics", "mechanical design", and "craftmanship". John Voigt had his 32
inch reflector setup. John’s was the biggest telescope at the convention this year.

The largest | have seen at Stellafane is a 36inch Obsession Relector telescope from a few years
back. The largest refractor | have seen at Stellafane was a 12in that was so long the owner
had to rent a large truck to bring it to the convention. There were numerous 25 inch and larger
reflectors setup, | will definately check out the views through the 32 inch reflector later tonight, |
thought.

Five rare Schupmann telescopes

Al Nagler (left) and Frank Tomaras (right)

Telescope maker Normand Fullum from Hudson Quebec was invited this year to do a Telescope
building Demonstration in the Flanders Pavilion. Normand told me that he was honoured to be
selected and his hands-on demonstration was very well received.

Since the shuttle bus was running | decided to take a drive up on Breezy Hill. This is where all
the telescopes atht are entered in the competition are setup. This year fellow Amateur Allan
Rahill entered his 28in F4.1 reflector in the competition.

There was also a group of five extremely rare Schupmann telescopes set up on Breezy Hill.
These guys came from different parts of the USA to meet and display their telescopes at Stellafane.
These are beautiful instruments which, | was told, because of their design will yield better images
than the best APO Refractors. We were all observing Venus during the daytime and the (thin
crescent) images with these Schupmann telescopes were simply outstanding!!

Schumann telescopes a work

Alan Rahil (left) and Frank tomaras (right)

It was almost 5:00 pm, and Bill Strople and | decided to take advantage and make the visit
to Hartness House. This is where you get the feel of the history of Stellaphane. Below this
historical mansion there exists a passage that leads to the famous Porter Telescope. Also some
rooms exhibit the early mirror making tools and techniques that were used, some early telescopes
are also on display. If you did have the chance to visit, make the effort next time and don't forget
to sign the guest book!!

After supper, the "tent talks" were well under way. Some guys were discussing the recent
discoveries, others showed slides on special field trips to exotic places. We decided to walk
up to Schupmann Hill, where many other telescopes were setup, the sky was clear and stayed
clear all night, so | did what | love most OBSERVE!!!

Frank Tomaras (left) and John Dobson (right)



Star Party Classic: Stellafane (ont)

“I looked through
the 25 inch, the
owner was
pointing at the
Dumbell Nebula,
the Dumbell
looked three-
dimentional.”

At Shupman Hill, there were more telescopes setup than on Breezy Hill, though these were not entered
in the competition. People just brought them along for a weekend of casual observing with friends
under a dark sky.

One telescope that | spent some time looking through and talking about with it's owner Gary, a fellow
from New York, was a 25 inch Obsession and his friends 18 inch Obsession. These guys both had
the most amazing setup — they would point to an object with their mouse on their PC and the telescope
would magically slew to the object!!

I looked through the 25 inch, the owner was pointing at the Dumbell Nebula, the Dumbell looked three-
dimentional ... there were so many stars visible through the nebula, truly a remarkable view. With
such large instruments you can observe some of the really interesting stuff eg: the Cats Eye Nebula
and the Carpet Nebula just to name a few.

Something that | noticed this year, there were a lot of telescopes (almost all) had Sky Vector, Sky
Wizard etc ... software attached to their scopes. What these devices do is (after you do a 2 star alignment)
find the object that you are searching for you. Say you want to look at M57 (the Ring Nebula) , all
you do is type in (on a small keypad) the corresponding numbers that the particular sotware has
assigned for M57 in its database. Then you move the scope until the RA and DEC " LED " readouts
both say 00 - 00. The object is then almost in the center of your lowest power eyepiece’s field. Nice
??? 111 | am not sure. Perhaps | am one of the last remaining star hoppers still around.

| asked someone with a 18 inch if he would mind pointing to M57 (which was just over his head) to
see if we could spot the 14-th mag. central star. To my surprise, this guy went through a small quick
reference book, keyed in the coordinates and found the object within say 3 minutes. Hmmm | thought
would he still be able to find such an easy object without the use of his computer?? The view though
his telescope however was magnificent. Even though it is only around mag 14.1 - The Central star
really plays tricks on your eye, it seemed to " flash " on and off — Later we observed the Central Star
with a 28 inch scope and the Central Star was visible with direct vision!!!

One of the most informative guys that | met that night was an older gentleman with an 18 inch
Obsession. When | asked him what he was looking at he said "the Bubble Nebula" but | will have
to put in the filter to see it better he added, | looked through his scope and all | could make out was
a little whisper of something near the bottom of the field. After he inserted the filter, the whole field
came alive with one of the most interesting objects | observed that night. He then gently moved his
scope (without the aid of a software package) to the Crecent Nebula, this guy really knew the night
sky!

Before retiring we made a stop at the cafeteria under the tent, just beside the information booth, for
refreshments. | could not resist but check out an older 4 inch Brass refractor telescope that was still
setup just beside the tent. He had the telescope pointed to elyra (the famous double double) and |
could make out all four stars quite nicel. This was a nice way to end an increadible observing session
on Friday night.

Saturday morning | was awakened by the sound of people talking. | looked at my watch it
was 6:15 am, | looked outside and being only a few hundred feet from where the swap
tables were to be setup, | realised that these guys (who probably observed through the night)
were setting up their swap table.

First business of the day is to get yourself a nice cup of coffee, by the time | came back, the swap table
area was swamped with people. Officially the tables open at 7:30 am, it was only 6:30 and the place
was buzzing. A familiar voice said "What are you doing here?" | turned around and saw Marc Ricard
smiling. We were later joined by Bill Strople and Constantine Papacosmas. Some of the better deals

at the swap tables this year:

= 80mm Vixen Refractor for $175.00 us, a 102mm Antares (Vixen Spec) long Focal Refractor
(F15) for $400

Stellafane offers
numerous beginners
talks and many
childrens activities
are scheduled
throughout the day.

Technical talks at the convention Normand Fullum during a presentation

= a 3.5 inch (90mm) Chinese refractor Optical Tube assembly with focuser for $70.00 US, if you
were looking for a small 60mm refractor to use say as a small guide scope, they were seeling the
OTA for $30.00 US. There was also an 10 inch Meade Schmidt Cassegrain OTA for $450.

Just a note that Stellafane offers numerous beginners talks and many childrens activities are scheduled
throughout the day. There is even a horseshoe pitching contest! The Saturday afternoon technical talk
program was very interesting this year, some of the topics covered included:

= Mirror Quality, Part | — discussion on quality standards from the mirror makers perspective.

= “Planetary Photography with a Webcam” [CCD Astronomy]- Interested in starting planetary
photography with a webcam? This talk covered everything you need to know, how to get started
what NOT to do.



Star Party Classic: Stellafane (ont)

Perseid Shower Party

photos by Bruno Paul Stenson

Al Nagler was
displaying his
new 13mm
Ethos 100
degree filed
eyepiece. |
must admit this
eyepiece is
awesome.

= Richard Parker: “Mirror Quality, Part II” - The topics covered included: surface v.s. wave front
accuracy, Root Mean Square (RMS), Strehl Ratio, Encircled Energy Ratio, etc. This will not be a
complicated mathematical discussion, but a practical discussion of what these terms mean, their
strengths, and weaknesses.

= Jim Burnell: “Creating Astronomically Accurate Color Images” [CCD Astronomy] | met Jim at the
Shady Pines Star Party (New York) during the 2003 Mars Opposition.

Jim discussed how we see color, how cameras see color and why some astronomical objects look the
way they do. Also a discussion of filters detailing their selection and use and finally the process of
calibrating filters and using them to create color images of astronomical objects was demonstrated

Back on the observing field Al Nagler was displaying his new 13mm Ethos 100 degree filed eyepiece.
I must admit this eyepiece is awesome. | tested it again later that night on Jupiter intentinally placing
Jupiter’s disk right near the edge of the 100 degree field — the image stayed focused! | think AL Nagler
has another winner — this eyepiece is expected to be available in October 2007 — some pressed but
Al did not reveil the price for the 13mm Ethos.

The evening program started at 7:00 pm in the amphitheater. After the greetings, announcements, and
of course the famous raffle drawings, the telescope competition awards were presented. This followed
by the Shadowgram.

Our little group made it up Schupmann Hill again, for a night of observing.

The walk up to Schupmann Hill was rewarded by numerous telescopes that we stopped and observed.
One that was not there Friday night, was a 22 inch Dobsonian that this guy had brought down from
Philadelphia. He was looking at M22 in Scorpio, then he decided to swing up to the Dumbell Nebula
for another fantastic view of that familiar object.

| kept wondering what the central star in M57 would look like in a 32 inch scope, so | asked John if
he was planning to view M57 that night, he said he would, and in a little while, he shifted the scope
to the Ring Nebula. | remembered how the central star looked through the 18 and 25 inch scopes the
night before, but | did not know what to expect from a huge aperture scope like this one .... my patience
was well rewarded by the most magnificent views of the Ring Nebula that | have seen. Not only did
the central star shine clearly but | got a few glimpses of the nebulosity within the ring itself... something
| have never seen before. This is when aperture has it's rewards | thought.

Saturday nights observing session ended when we returned to our campsite and did some last minute
observing with Pierre Ricards 6in F8 Reflector. If you did not get a chance to visit the Stellafane
convention this year, make the effort to be there next year. The 2008 Stellafane convention is scheduled
for Thu-Sun July 31- Aug 3 2008, for more details here is the link:

Even if you are not planning to buy something, the talks and lectures, and a weekend under the dark
skies of Stellafane with good company and friends is well worth the trip.

On August 10 and 11 the
RASC Montreal Centre
held two very well
attended star parties at the
Morgan Arboretum. At
least 70 stargazers turned
up each night for the
lecture and to spot some
“shooting stars”. On
Saturday night the skies
were clear, but only a few
meteors were to be seen.
On Sunday night, the
Shower’s peak, we had
cloudy skies. No problem:
Andrew Fazekas came to
the rescue and held his
entertaining “Meteor
Shower” presentation -
once on Saturday, and
twice in a row on Sunday
night to a raptured crowd.



astrophotography
from our
Montreal Centre
Members

Click!

mages 1, 6, and 7 were taken in Cape Cod, mostly with a StarBlast 4.5" F/4 telescope.

Images 2 - 5 were taken from Luis Eguren’s backyard in Montreal, using a DS-10, 10" F/4.5 telescope.
Most images are 25 minutes total (5 frames x 300 sec (5 min)). For widefield shots, Luis used a 90mm
F/4 lens for similar exposure.

Image 8 was taken by Marc Ricard.

1 Helix Nebula, RGB, StarBlast scope, 3 x 5min -cc-
2 NGC 6946, DS-10, 5 x 5min, LRGB -m-

3 M16, RGB, MN56, 5 x 5min -m-

4 M27, July 16, DS-10, LRGB -m-

5 NGC 7331, DS-10, 5 x 5min, LRGB -m-

6 M8, 90mm lens, LRGB, 25 minutes 5 x 5min -cc-
7 MA45, Semiapro, 90mm lens, 3 x 5min, LRGB -cc-

8 Stack of 11 x 1 min lights calibrated with 10 x 1 min darks,
lats and biases in MaxDL. Note NGC 6208 in the bottom
right hand corner.



10

In this issue, we look at meteors from different locations, and then at — not through — telescopes.
In our first question, we find out if meteors seen from one location are the same as meteors seen
from another at the same time. Our second question tackles the

subjective issue of telescope size. The main purpose of this column is to answer questions often
asked by newcomers to astronomy and to our Society. If there is something about astronomy
that puzzles you, e-mail me with your question at stenson@colba.net, and | will find an expert
to answer it. In the column, questioners will remain anonymous but answering experts will be
given full credit.

Clear skies!
Bruno Paul Stenson, M.A.

In many books and articles | have read, they talk about objects that can be seen
in a "small,” "medium,” or "large™ telescope, but they never say how big each
of those sizes is. How big are "small,” "medium™ and "large" telescopes?

RASC Montreal Centre member Paul Simard replies:
Descriptions of telescope sizes seem to be subjective. | found one source that gives these values
to each size:

Small telescope: smaller than3” for refractors, smaller than6” for reflectors
Medium telescope: 3” - 41/2” for refractors, 6” -10” for reflectors
Large telescope: larger than41/2” for refractors, larger than10” for reflectors

However, | found another table with the following:

Small telescope: smaller than 4” for refractors and reflectors

Medium telescope: 4” - 6” for refractors, 4” - 8” for reflectors

Large telescope: larger than 6” for refractors, larger than 8” for reflectors

| couldn’t find an explanation for the differences between refractors and reflectors. My best
guess is the availability and cost to the average user (non-professional). Refractors greater than
6” are very long (making them non-portable) and extremely expensive. However, one can buy
or even build very large reflector for relatively little money. So | believe the reason for the
arbitrary scale is simply to break down what is readily available to the average user. | say
“arbitrary” seeing there doesn’t appear to be a standard definition. Maybe one of the others
has a better explanation.

Former RASC Montreal Centre membre Mark Bratton replies:

With all due respect to Paul, | would tend to disagree with the definitions for small, medium
and large that he's supplied. As Bill Strople is wont to say, this is a 1960s interpretation of what
small, medium and large are. A generation or two ago, amateur telescopes were seldom, if
ever, larger than 12.5" (330 mm). Nowadays with the proliferation of large Dobsonians and
the general trend to make telescopes lighter (the 12.5" reflector of the 1960s weighed in excess
of 300 or 400 Ibs.), | would revise the size values to:

Small telescope: 10 inches (250 mm) or less
Medium telescope: 10-20 inches (250-500 mm)
Large telescope: 20 inches + (500 mm +).

I wouldn't necessarily make distinctions between refractors, SCTs and reflectors, though | have
to admit a 6” or 8" f/15 acromat with a tube 10-12 feet long isn't exactly tiny, but these
telescopes are extremely rare nowadays. Unless it’s an SCT at f/10, most telescopes, refractors
or reflectors, tend to be /6 or less.

That's my two cents.

| observed the Perseid meteor shower from Montréal. A friend observed the
same event from Thetford Mines. Were the meteors high enough in the atmosphere
for us to see the same meteors at the same time, or did we each see a different
set of light streaks?

RASC Montreal Centre president Andrew Fazekas replies:

With the two observing locations about 200 km apatrt it really depends on where in your local
sky you saw the meteor streaks and how long they were visible. Most of the trails are produced
fairly high in the Earth’s atmosphere — about 70 to 100 km in altitude. So if it were high enough,
straight above the Montréal region, it could well be observable in Thetford Mines and beyond,
but a bit lower towards the western horizon. The other factor that would affect the viewing
potential is the length of the meteor trail itself; the longer the meteor survives through the
atmosphere before being ionized, the larger the geographical area that would observe the
event. Back in 1998 there was a huge meteor that streaked across the skies of the entire
Northeast of North America that was estimated to be caused by a sofa-sized space rock. As
it broke apart into pieces, it produced as spectacular fireworks show that was seen by tens of
thousands of skywatchers from lllinois through New York to Maine.
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Montreal Centre N ot jUSt for kids!
Activities Update

Our new RASC Montreal Centre Facebook Group

Cooper Aviation Observing Group

For driving directions and more information about the
airfield, check out this website:
http://www.challengerquebec.ca/english/directions.html

We have a new observing group! If you’re interested in
observing deep sky objects but don’t want to drive for
hours to a destination in the Townships or the Laurentians,
join the Cooper Aviation Observing Group. Cooper
Aviation is a small airfield in StLazare, and members of
our new group are free to use the landing strip to install
their telescopes and observe the night sky. To join this
group, please get in touch with its director Lloyd Coffin
at

(514) 694 8214 or e-mail him at hcoffin@sympatico.ca.
Lloyd will then add you to the observing group call list.
When sky conditions are clear, Lloyd will get in touch
with all group members and arrange an observing session
at Cooper’s.

IKW Lunar Observing Group

Photos by Kevin Kemball and Bettina Forget

The Lunar Observing Group met again on September
24, 2007 after a short summer break. The meeting was
held at our newly installed RASC Montreal Centre library
at John Abbott College (thank you Lloyd and Lynda-Jean
Coffin for your superb efforts as librarians!). For the first
half of our meeting group members browsed through the
library’s treasure trove of lunar atlases and observing
guides. Then members installed their telescopes on the
college’s “oval” in front of the main building and tried
out their lunar filters, since the Moon was at 95%
illumination. It was a beautiful, warm, summery night
and the Lunies were busy taking pictures and sketching
at the eyepiece. Our logbooks are filling up!

Bettina Forget
Director of the IKW Lunar Observing Programme

The RASC Montreal Centre has created
another tool to help communicate with its
members, and let members get in touch with
each other. We've now started a Facebook
Group, aptly called "RASC Montreal Cente".

For those of you not familiar with Facebook,
it is an on-line social networking tool that
lets you create a profile of yourself, link to
a group of friend and their profiles, and so
keep up-to-date with what they're doing. In
Facebook you can join "Groups" and
"Networks" of hobbies and causes which
interest you. Whatever you've heard, it's not
just for kids! Facebook Canada is the fastest
growing Facebook community, and we don't
have that many college students...

Our RASC Montreal Centre group is like a
"Reader's Digest™ version of our website:
you'll find a calendar, news, a discussion
board, and a photo album. What's different,
though, is that you have direct access to this
group, which means you can up-load images,
post news, and leave comments instantly,
without having to send them to the webmaster
first. You can also keep in touch with the
other members just by clicking on their photo
and going to their profile.

Joining Facebook is free, all you need is an
e-mail account. If you're concerned about
privacy, note that you're free to disclose as
much or as little information on your profile
as you wish.

If you have questions about this group or
how to join, please get in touch with the
group's creator, Bettina Forget, at
stardust@bettinaforget.com
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proposed slate of Officers for 2007/2008

President: Andrew Fazekas

Vice-President: Bettina Forget

Secretary: Mina Reyes

Recording Secretary: Bruno Paul Stenson
Treasurer: Brian Pritchard

Librarian: Lloyd Coffin

Director of the Observatory: Chris Novak

Director of Observational Activities: Frank Tomaras
National Council Representative: Frank Tomaras

Directors Without Portfolio: Ron Baran, David Brown, Mario Di Carlo,
Kevin Kembal

Thursday, November 15, 2007, 8:00pm

John Abbott College, room P204

Agenda

Additions to the Agenda and Approval

Adoptions of the Minutes of the November 16, 2006 Annual Meeting
Reports of the Board of Directors

Report of the Editor of Skyward

Adoption of the Financial Statement Thursday, November 1, 2007
Election of the Board of Directors for 2007/2008 John Abbott College
Election of auditor for 2007/2008 Penfield building, room P204
Any other business 8:00pm
Adjournment

© 0N O R WONE

We’re looking forward to seeing our members at this important meeting!

Townsend Lecture

Thursday, November 1, 2007

The Maple Leaf on Mars:

The Phoenix Mission
Alain Berinstain, Canadian Space Agency

Abstract

What could be more Canadian than studying the weather...on Mars?
Join Alain Berinstain, Director of Planetary Exploration and Space
Astronomy at the Canadian Space Agency, for a presentation on the
Phoenix mission, which will see Canadian science instruments land
on the surface of another planet for the first time.

About the Speaker
Alain Berinstain

Director of Space Astronomy and Planetary Exploration
lain Berinstain was born in Montreal and holds a Bachelor's degree
in chemistry and biochemistry and a doctorate in chemistry, specializing
on the effects of radiation on biological systems. Alain also holds a
Master of Space Studies from the International Space University.
lain first joined the Canadian Space Agency in 1997 where he
managed micro gravity science projects in the areas of protein
crystallization and in fluid physics., He managed several missions
for science payloads to the US Space Shuttle and to the Russian
space station Mir.

ince 2001, Alain has carried out the responsibilities of Program
Scientist for the Space Exploration program. In this position, he acts
as the interface to the scientific community in the area of planetary
studies and heads the program development in this area.

ore recently he has added the responsibility of acting director of
planetary exploration and space astronomy. As leader of this group,
Alain is responsible for science missions such as those that explore
Mars, analog sites on earth, and astronomy missions such as MOST.




50 Years Ago...
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Montreal Centre History

While rummaging through our Montreal Centre library, your current Skyward editor browsed
through old copies of our Centre newsletter. There are issues of Skyward dating back to 1946!
So, for the next while you’ll find a new column in Skyward called “50 Years Ago”, featuring
a Skyward article from five decades past. Enjoy our journey into our Centre’s history!

Skyward, September 1957

LUNAR OBSERVATIONS

Without Miss MacKenzie, the lunar programme has lacked coordination, but
with a little help from Miss Williamson the observers have struggled along. A
new project was launched recently, inspired by work done by Robert St. Jean.
some time ago, using a small reflector, Robert drew a map of the moon. At that
time he has no means of identifying the features in detail but with the aid of his
“Sky and Telescope” lunar map he has now identified no less than 271 of the
craters on his map. Our lunar observers have decided to do something similar
- but a little easier. Each observer starts off with a blank map - a disc with a grid
of selenographic co-ordinates - plotting each crater only after it has been observed
and identified. Several maps are well under way. The purpose, of course, is to
help the beginner to become familiar with the general topography of the moon
before making more intensive study of any particular area. Those interested
in the project are C. D. Drolet, M. Ferraris, S. Lenain, D. Sands, R. St.Jean, G.
Wedge and V. Williams. The group is indebted to Mr. Roger Brodeur who went
to a lot of trouble to supply the “blanks”.
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Deep Sky

This image of the Bubble Nebula
was taken by Luis Eguren on
September 29, 2007.

Specs: 3 x 120 sec, using a
DS-10

Report from the ROC

After a few weeks delay due to an inundated campground, the ROC (“le Regroupement
des Observateurs du Ciel”) annual astronomical gathering went on June 8-9-10 2007,
in the Eastern Townships, near Mansonville. Our own David Shuman and Paul Simard
presented a 36-minute film in high definition, three-dimensional form. The subject was
planet Mars, seen through the lenses of two Nasa robotic rovers, Spirit and Opportunity.
Our two members took images from NASA websites and morphed them into red and
blue parts, enabling viewers to see depth when using special glasses. Thanks to the
RASC Montreal Centre who footed the bill for these glasses, there was enough pairs
for the 100+ people who came to
the presentation tent. More than
400 hours of work were needed
from Dave and Paul to get this
project to this point; | came in later
for the French version adaptation
and narration of the existing script.

So, on June 9th at 9pm, after a last
minute projector change (the original
one refusing to work), the first images came rolling in... People started applauding
right from the start. Since | never saw the entire finished product, | also was pleasantly
surprised, especially by the image transition smoothness (they assured me beforehand
that a projection directly from the desktop hard drive was the way to go, and they
were right). For technical reasons, sound was on a separate CD, synchronized with
the film. Everything went smoothly up to the 26th minute. Suddenly, everything went
dark (and let me tell you, when it gets dark in Mansonville, it’s a real black hole...).
The reason was that somebody walking outside the tent tripped on the power cables.
A great sigh of distress came from the crowd... After a minute or so, power and light
came back altogether. A great sigh of relief came from the crowd... The computer
had to be rebooted; but because the only way the sound CD could be resynchronized
was to start over from the beginning, the last few minutes of projection were to be
silent. But a funny thing happened; since the (now silent) movie was restarted from
five minutes before the power failure, people started to create their own soundtrack;
recognizing the images shown on screen, repeating the previous commentary, and
adding some of their own. Wow... they were really following closely... The last ten
minutes of previously unseen footage went by in an eerie silence, considering there
were more than a hundred people in the tent. Which made the burst of applause in
the end even more surprising. After a few minutes break, a second showing was
started and went smoothly. There were even a few repeat customers... You may think
I’'m biased (hmmm...), but to me, what Dave and Paul did with these morphed Mars
images qualifies that show as a resounding success!
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by Daniel Biron
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Astronomy Day

This year the Astro League decided to try a new concept: is was decided
to hold two Astronomy Days in 2007, one in spring as usual, and one
additional one in autumn. Of course the RASC Montreal Centre rose to the
occasion and organized another Astronomy Day event at the Chapters
bookstore in Pointe-Claire. Each year our events are bigger and better,
and this September’s event was no exception. The Canadian Space Agency
partnered with us, setting up an information table with marvellous give-
aways and holding hourly presentations. In between each 20-minute CSA
presentation Andrew Fazekas gave a talk on Hubble’s Greatest Hits, so
our presentations were non-stop. David Brown brought his meteorite collection
and microscope, causing long line-ups at his table.

A big thanks to all our volunteers who were on their feet from 10am to
10pm! Astro Day September 2007 was another great success.




