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This mailing contains two Skywards: a “light” entertainment issue, and a regular Skyward. I was involved
with a major project at the beginning of the year, which prevented me from producing the
January/February issue. However, so our members don’t loose out completely, I’ve come up with
this entertainment issue, featuring brainteasers, a little bit of art, and a snakes-and-ladders game called
“An Astronut’s Life”, which may come in handy on the long drives down to Stellafane this summer.

The March/April issue of Skyward kicks off the observing season with two exciting new programmes,
which are organized by Bruno Paul Stenson. If your telescopes have been gathering dust all winter,
it’s time to get back into action join one of the new observing programmes.

Also, make sure to get involved with our Astronomy Day activities (see back cover)! Last year’s expo
at the Chapters at Pointe-Claire was a big success, so please be part again this year.

Thank you for your continuing interest in Skyward, and keep those articles and astrophotos coming!
If you have any material you’d like to see published in Skyward, please send it to me anytime at
bettina.e.forget@bellnet.ca.

Happy observing,
Bettina

Bruno Paul Stenson
Director of the Mentoring Programme

At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors, we decided to implement a new mentoring programme
suggested by Montreal Centre member Mario Di Carlo. Mario is not only new to the RASC, he is
also new to astronomy. While he is very interested in the results of astronomical  observation, he
is somewhat mystified by the jargon, equipment and methods of observing. He is not alone in this
situation. The absence at the Montreal Centre of a programme by which newcomers can be introduced
to our hobby has surely cost us members. The mentoring programme shall attempt to remedy this
situation.

Members volunteering to be mentors will agree simply to be available by e-mail, telephone and/or
in person to help newcomers to learn the basics of astronomy. Whenever the newcomer needs
help, rather than spending frustrating hours trying to find answers in texts and on web sites that are
either too technical or too incomplete to meet the newcomer's needs, he or she could contact a
mentor specialising in the area of difficulty. Thus mentors would chat with the newcomer on the
telephone or through e-mail, or would meet with the newcomer to help him or her shop for
equipment, set up same, or to enjoy a stargazing session together. Who knows, the mentor might
learn a thing or two from the newcomer, too.

For this programme to work, we need members to volunteer to be mentors. If you are interested,
please contact one of the members of the Mentoring Committee (see below) and give him or her
your name, your area of expertise, and the telephone number and/or
e-mail address at which newcomers could reach you. This information will be made available in a
future issue of Skyward and in the members-only section of the RASC - Montreal Centre web site.

Thank you very much for making our hobby more accessible to all.

Mentoring Committee:

Bruno Paul Stenson: stenson@colba.net, (514) 332-5075
Mina Reyes: mina.reyes@sympatico.ca, (514) 495-4569
Mario Di Carlo: mdicarlo@videotron.ca, (514) 428-0382
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mentoring programme

Editor’s note

6 April Member’s Meeting 8:00pm
Thursday speaker: Mark Bratton

topic: Meet the Neighbours: the interesting
& bizarre in our local universe
John Abbott College, room P204

4 May Informal Member’s Meeting 8:00pm
Thursday John Abbott College, room P204

6 May International Astronomy Day see
Saturday Chapters bookstore, Pointe-Claire Shopping Ctr back 

Bring your telescopes! cover

13 May Special Presentation 8:00pm
Saturday speaker: David Levy and Peter Jedicke

topic: Poetry of the Stars
John Abbott College, room P204

Remember: every first Thursday of the
month we have a Member’s Meeting at
JAC, in the auditorium, room P204.

Do you know that as a member of the RASC Montreal Centre could can get a discount
rate of $39.95USD (including GST) for a one year subscription to Sky and Telescope?
The regular rate is $49.95USD for the monthly publication.
For further details or to subscribe phone Brian Pritchard at (514)-989-2057



The internet is among the most valuable tools for the amateur astronoomers: check sky
conditions and forecasts, Moon phases, browse the latest astro-gagets, on-line sky charts, and
more. So it comes as no surprise that the Montreal Centre’s website has added many handy
features such as the Clear Sky Clock and links to cool Java applications to help our members
plan their observing sessions.

However, our Centre’s website is more than a resource of information, but also a “virtual”
meeting place for Centre members. Here you can post images of your astrophoto sessions
and our social events, make your articles available on-line, leave a comment on our message
board and post news in the Member’s News section.

Following is a call for entries of material you may send in to publish on our RASC Montreal
Centre website.

Many members and, unfortunately, many former members have complained, with reason,
that our Centre does not schedule regular observing sessions at which members can get
together for some stargazing. This situation is about to end.

The Board of Directors recently approved my suggestion to establish a series of rotating
stargazing outings on and around the island of Montreal based on the popular series of outings
held by my birding society. What we need to do is establish a list of "darkish sky" observing
locations on and immediately around the island of Montreal. Once we have secured permission
to use between four and six of these sites, we will establish a schedule indicating where
members could meet to do some stargazing with fellow members. For example, we could
meet in a park on the West Island on the first Saturday evening of the month, a field in Laval
on the second, an East-End parking lot on the third, etc. The outing locations and dates would
be listed in Skyward and in the members-only section of the RASC - Montreal Centre web
site, ensuring that participation would be limited to Centre members and their guests.
Attendance would be informal, but if my birding society experience is any indicator, we could
have as many as 30 members showing up on any given evening.

For this programme to work, we need your help. Could you please let a Stargazing Outings
Committee member know of a potential location for this activity? The Committee will then
check out the location. If it is found to be satisfactory, we will secure permission from the
site owners for our members to use it as an observing site.

The locations selected for these stargazing outings would, of course, be accessible to RASC
- Montreal Centre members on any night for spur-of-the-moment observation sessions. The
same rules would apply to these impromptu sessions as would apply to the scheduled sessions.

With your help, we will make the Montreal Centre a more dynamic organisation.

Thank you.

Stargazing Outings Committee:
Bruno Paul Stenson: stenson@colba.net, (514) 332-5075
Mina Reyes: mina.reyes@sympatico.ca, (514) 495-4569

Bruno Paul Stenson
Stargazing Outings Coordinator

Regular stargazing outings
coming to the RASC - Montreal
Centre soon

Astrophotos
In the Gallery section you’ll find several sub-sections such as Planets, Deep Sky, or the Sun,
but also sections for our social events. If you have images that you’d like to include to the
gallery, you can send them two ways: 1) e-mail me jpeg, tif or bmp files, no larger than 800
by 600 pixels, or 2) mail me a photo (ideally about 5” x 7”) to scan in (address below).

Articles
If you want to reach a wider audience with your writing than the readers of Skyward you may
send me text files via e-mail. If you don’t have e-mail you may send me a type-written text
by snail-mail, but please keep in mind that I’m a slow typist!

Message Board
In the Members Only section you have access to a message board. To access the board, you’ll
have to re-type your username and password (the same as the ones you use to access the
Members Only section). Share your comments, tips and tricks, or advertise items to sell or
swap.

Info:
username: montrealcentre    password: cygnus
e-mail for submissions: bettina.e.forget@bellnet.ca
mailing address for submissions: Bettina Forget, 460 Ste-Catheriine West, #933,
Montreal, Quebec H3B 1A7

The internet is among the most valuable tools for the amateur astronoomers: check sky
conditions and forecasts, Moon phases, browse the latest astro-gagets, on-line sky charts, and
more. So it comes as no surprise that the Montreal Centre’s website has added many handy
features such as the Clear Sky Clock and links to cool Java applications to help our members
plan their observing sessions.

However, our Centre’s website is more than a resource of information, but also a “virtual”
meeting place for Centre members. Here you can post images of your astrophoto sessions
and our social events, make your articles available on-line, leave a comment on our message
board and post news in the Member’s News section.

Following is a call for entries of material you may send in to publish on our RASC Montreal
Centre website.

Bettina Forget
website coordinator

Get involved on our
RASC website
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and, above all, balance are inherent in this work - being a mobile it would be non-fuctional otherwise.
On second glance however,  we notice how the simple shapes of the suspended objects resemble
a fish, a woman, a bird... could these symbolise Delphinus, Cassiopeia, and Corvus? Then we notice
the slow movement of the mobile, just like the slow apparent movement of the stars across the night
sky. The movement of one 'constellation' causes the movement of another, each moving in its own
orbit. I interpret this artwork as a poigniant illustration of cause and effect, though one may also
reflect on the simpler concepts of movement, connections and colour.

The beauty of the works of contemporary artists, like the one's of Picasso and Calder for example,
is that many interpretations are possible. The artist doesn't impose one narrative, but lets you ponder
and use your own imagination. It's what makes modern art so enigmatic, so interesting. It's art for
smart people. Sometimes it is more obvious what an artwork is 'about', sometimes less. Contemporary
artists challenge you to figure out part of the answer yourself, they 'engage the viewer'.

Contemporary art also has a knack of turning something deceptively simple into something that has
a deeper meaning. Take our next example, the work "Physiognomoniae Coelestis, For Adalgisa" from
1975, by Claudio Parmiggiani. This Italian artist has produced a large number of art pieces that deal
with astronomy. Parmiggiani works mostly with photographic prints and collage, juxtaposing unconnected
images, modifying them slightly and thereby creating new meaning. The work shown on the next
page is a good example of his style. It is a simple diptych: two photographs, quite traditional and
unexceptional at first glance. But get closer - there is a twist! The beauty spots on woman's back
are at the exact locations as the stars on the picture of the night sky next to it. Coincidence? Not
when you're dealing with contemporary art! Parmiggiani subtely hints at something bigger: the
uniqueness that the human body shares the with the universe, how we are connected to it. To quote
Carl Sagan, "We are all made of star stuff". What I especially enjoy about this particular piece is that
is gives you so many things to think about. You could contemplate the element of chance. What
are the chances of the woman having the exact same configuration of beauty spots as the stars in
the night sky? You may want to look at your own shoulder and see if you're sporting the Big Dipper
or Orion... There's also the gracefulness of the woman's pose, like a painting of the old masters.
"Physiognomoniae Coelestis" also reminds me of the many stories about how the constellations came

Star Art
Contemporary Art and Astronomy -
a New Perspective

Bettina Forget discusses unlikely bedfellows:
art and astronomy.

Astronomy is a domain for scientists: mathematical equations, the physics of wave functions and
gravity, the chemistry of stellar evolution - all these demand the kind of precise 'left brain' thinking
that is typical of serious men and women in clean, white labcoats. Or is it? In the last few decades,
contemporary artists have snuck onto the field of astronomy, tackling the same questions that scientists
are trying to answer. These artists deal with concepts of order and chaos, cause and effect, knowledge
and ignorance. This short essay is a 'whistle-stop tour' of the works of four well-known contemporary
artists who produced artwork on the subject of  astronomy.

Let's start at the beginning - with the sketchbook. One of this century's most famous artists and the
father of modern art is Pablo Picasso. He was famous for 'pushing the envelope' when it came to
visualising new concepts. His sketchbooks alone speak volumes. Above is a reproduction of two
pages from a sketchbook which he kept in 1924. These are the simplest forms of drawing: black ink
on white paper, just dots and lines. However, the genius of Picasso's talent turns these random dots
into works of art. There is a captivating variety of compositions, a tension between symmetry and
asymmetry, between chaos and order. By connecting the dots Picasso creates patterns. Pattern-
making is a way for humans to make sense of random objects and events, the same way we've tried
to make sense of the myriad of stars in the night sky by connecting them into constellations (patterns)
and assigning them names and stories. By creating his own 'constellations', Picasso questions our
need to bring order to chaos - and creates wonderful drawings at the same time.

A contemporary of Picasso's, Alexander Calder, also produced some interesting artwork on the
theme of constellations. Calder is famous for his mobiles, and the image above "Untitled  (the
Constellation Mobile)" from 1941 is typical of his work. He tackles the same subject in a very different
manner - his composition in many ways captures the spirit of Picasso's sketchbook drawings, but
Calder takes his work into the third dimension (and even the fourth dimension, if you count time
as a dimension). In a way, this is a '3-D drawing'. Again, the composition is deceptively simple: a
variety of simple shapes in primary colours are suspended on gracefully curved steel wires. Harmony

Artists deal with
concepts of
order and chaos,
cause and effect,
knowledge and
ignorance.

1 2



to be - young maidens banned to the heavens as a punishment, or lovers eternally transfixed
in the night sky for all eternity. Parmiggiani doesn't tell you just one story, but lets your
imagination roam free. He lets you reflect on this artwork, like you would reflect on the
evening sky on a clear night.

The famous German artist Anselm Kiefer also created a - rather big - work that allows you
to ponder the night sky. His installation piece "Starfall" from 1998 is a wall-sized painting
of wild dots and nebulae, exectued with dynamic brushstrokes and textures. Superimposed
on these are some recognisable constellations, most notably Draco, Cepheus and Ursa
Major. What makes this piece intriguing is the myriad of labels. Most are placed in an orderly
fashion next to each star, but many appear to be placed at random. However, the majority
of the labels are in a heap on the floor beneath the painting. "Starfall" is a beautiful piece
on a purely aesthetic level, but its real strenght lies in its cryptic use of the labels. The labels
on the floor may represent all that which we haven't yet discovered, so many stars and
galaxies yet to be located and named. The labels may also symbolise all that which we can
never discover or name, knowledge beyond our reach. I think Kiefer's works is quite
philosophical, and I spent a lot of time with this particular piece at the 'Cosmos' exhibition
in Montreal in 1999.

Whether you are stumped or inspired by contemporary art, a cerebral 'left-brainer' or a
free-spirited artsy type, contemporary art has a lot to offer to the avid astronomer. Art is
not all about landscapes and reclining nudes - there's a lot of stimulating art out there that
deals with astronomy. Picasso, Calder, Parmiggiani and Kiefer are just a few artists who
have worked with this theme. It's worth browsing through gallery catalogues and surf the
internet; you will find some real treasures.

Note: Visit the Montreal Museum of Contemporary Art and see the current exhibition
Ciel et Terre (Heaven and Earth) by Anslem Kiefer - many paintings of this series
of works feature astronomical imagery! The exhibition runs until April 30, 2006.

MACM: 185, Ste-Catherine West • Metro: Place-des-Arts • www.macm.org
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Looking forward to a great spring and summer season, with many observing programmes and scheduled
activities, such as Chris Novak’s StarBQ and dark-sky observing.

As it stands now, I am in the process of discussing an offer made by John Abbott to permanently house
all of our library collection in an accessible fashion. If all goes well, we will be able to display some of our
artifacts in a cabinet as well. This would allow students to appreciate and use the material as well, with
certain conditions. Once the Library is set up we will have room for all of our equipment in the secure
storage area.

Astronomy Day is on Saturday May 6th, and we will be hosting Astronomy day activities for the public.
For details, please see the back of Skyward. Your participation is encouraged.

On May 13th the following week, I am pleased to announce that Dr. David Levy will be presenting a talk
on Poetry from the Stars at John Abbott. This special talk will  be open to the public.

We are waiting for our 14” Meade LX200 telescope to arrive from California. To complement this, we
have purchased a set of Meade Series 5000 Plossl Eyepieces. These eyepieces ranging from 2” 40mm
to 8mm can be used on any of our scopes.

At the end of May is the ROC star party, which is being held in Mansonville on the weekend of May 27
and 28th. It is Quebec's "Stellfane". I highly encourage participation in this as we can get together with
fellow centres from all over Quebec, and Mansonville is a great dark sky location.

Clear skies!

President’s Corner
by David Shuman

Poetry from the Stars
by David Levy and Peter Jedicke

Saturday, May 13     JAC, room P204
8:00pm

RASC AGM 2006
Help the Ottawa Centre celebrate
its 100th anniversary!

May 18 - 22, 2006 at Carleton University
Booking deadline May 1, 2006
For more info: ga2006@rasc.ca or 1-888-924-7272



Party People
Pictures from the Montreal Centre Christmas Party

Planet Pictures
David Shuman and Paul Simard

A full house! The big RASC sing-along

The Astro-Quiz masters

The band gets into the swing of things... An abundant buffet!

It was a loud and fun-filled
party, proving that we don’t
need our telescopes to have
a good time.

For more great pictures of
the Christmas party, visit
our website at
www.rascmontreal.org.

Pictures by Santiago

R.O.C. Star Party 2006
Near Mansonville, Quebec

May 26 - 28, 2006
stargazing • prizes • presentations • swaps

For more info, visit www.roc-qc.net,  e-mail info@roc-qc.net
or call 450-681-3418

These images were taken on
January 30, 2006, 11 - 12 pm
with a C-8 in Côte St-Luc,
Montreal, using a 2 x 5
Powermate
400 frames stacked with
Registax v 3

Everybody ends up in the kitchen...
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Chapters Pointe-Claire is hosting
the Royal Astronomical Society of

Canada - Montreal Centre’s
International Astronomy Day celebration.
We welcome you to visit us and find out
more about hobby astronomy. If you have

questions about telescopes, which astronomy
books to buy, or what you can see in

Montreal’s night sky, come and talk to us!
We’ll be set up in the store as well as in

the parking lot.
See you there!

Astro-Talks
2h00 pm
3h00 pm
4h00 pm
8h30 pm

by
Andrew Fazekas

Bill Strople

Star-gazing
session

8h00 pm - 10h30 pm

in the Chapters
parking lot

Check out
telescopes!

Chapters
Pointe-
Claire

1h00 pm to
5h00 pm

and
8h00 pm

Astro-questions?
We’ll answer

them!
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